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God is a Spirit, and they that worship Him must worship 
Him in spirit and jn truth.—John 4: 24. 
A MINISTER WITH INTENTION, 
As we have said in our last issue, “A minister with inten- 
tion” is a requirement necessary for the validity of the sacra- 


ment. The theologians agree that in the case of the mass, if 
the minister has no intention, there is no conversion of the 
substance of the bread and wine into the substance of the body 
and blood of Christ. The same theologians agree that in the 
case of no intention on the part of the priest, there are com- 
mitted as many sins of idolatry as there are persons present at 
the mass, and the priest being responsible for such sins, they 
advise him that even if he is actually in mortal sin and unable 
to confess, he must perform an act of contrition and have the 
intention to consecrate. But the theologians are also of the 
opinion that, although it cannot be denied that all who worship 
the unconsecrated wafer commit idolatry, yet, as they are ig- 
norant of the fault of the priest, they cannot be condemned as 
idolaters, because unavoidable ignorance excuses sin. But in 
the case of confession all agree that if the priest did not have 
intention to absolve, the penitent has not been forgiven, even 
if he has confessed all his sins. 

This doctrine of intention puts the Roman Catholic in such 
a bad predicament that even the pope cannot be sure he was 
ever really baptized. 

This thought, of such vital importance, drives to despair 
many a timorous person—the layman because of his uncertainty 
about the disposition of the priest, and the priest because of his 
doubts as to whether he had the right disposition or not. 

Only those who have passed through such spiritual conflicts can 
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understand the agonies through which the Roman Catholic is bound 
to pass if he is faithful to the teachings of his Church. He has 
nothing that can give him the assurance of the forgiveness of 
his sins. 

Naturally the reader will ask: Are the instances frequent in 
which the priest has not the intention to perform the sacrament ? 

If Catholics should have any idea of how frequent they are 
their churches would be deserted. I have had a wide experi- 
ence in the confessional in many dioceses and in different coun- 
tries, and should I disclose to our readers the cases of lack of 
intention which have come to my personal knowledge, they 
would be astonished at their number. 

I have found some who, having a tender conscience, and, 
believing in transubstantiation, were afraid to hold God in their 
hands, because they were at the time in mortal sin, so, in spite 
of the advice of the theologians, they pronounced the words of 
consecration without intention to consecrate. I have found 
many who did not believe, and laughed at the idea of the sacra- 
ment, and many more whose conscience has been so hardened 
by sin and vice that they held themselves as already lost, and 
simply did not care. Even to-day we know of many near us 
who are administering in parishes, yet do not believe in the 
sacraments, and have said to us that they hold their office merely 
as a modus vivendi, 

If the pastors are living a lie, how can they teach the peo- 
ple to worship God in spirit and in truth? 


May English Romanists be Loyal Citizens? 
The Papal Aspirations. 

It is often claimed by English Roman Catholics that their 
adherence to the Papal See in no way conflicts with their loyalty 
as citizens of the British realm. The (R. C.) “Universe,” how- 
ever, takes a wider view: 


The responsibility of government and control of Imperial destinies 
cannot be left in the hands of an English Cabinet, to be swayed by 
the interests of party politicians. The House of Commons has out- 
lived its supremacy. A world-sovereignty that embraces all forms 
of government—from the federated Parliaments of new independ- 
encies of continental area, to the federated monarchies of Asiatic 
civilization, from pioneer provinces like Rhodesia and Uganda to 
island fortresses like Malta and Cyprus—cannot be allowed to remain 
in charge of pettifogging wire-pullers of an ancient institution 
suffering from senile decay. 


—The Christian, London, June 5, 1913. 
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VERY SUGGESTIVE 


As though it were a matter “worthy of honorable mention,” 
“The Christian Advocate” (Nashville), official organ of the 
Methodist Episcopal Church of the Southern States, some time 
ago transcribed from the paper called “The Continent” the fol- 
lowing : 

“Half a century ago no Roman Catholic priest in the United 
States would have knelt down and prayed by the side of a dying 
woman who had declared herself to be a Protestant, as was done 
by the Rev. Father W. Harrington a few weeks ago, when that 
terrible railway catastrophe of the Lehigh Valley had strewn 
the neighborhood with the bodies of the dead and dying. 

“The old time of irreconciliation between Protestants and 
Catholics has past. At one time the North Americans looked 
upon the Roman Catholics only as the descendants and co-re- 
ligionists of those who, in days gone by, brought to pass the 
atrocities of the Inquisition. At that time it was impossible, 
for a Protestant to honor or respect a Roman Catholic. But, 
at the present day, we have seen a hundred Roman Catholic 
priests congregate in a Presbyterian church to listen to a Prot- 
estant missionary. In the various manifestations of civic power 
which tended toward the social betterment of social life the 
Roman Catholics and the Protestants extended to each other 
the hand of mutual love and sympathy. All this is an evidence 
of the upward march.” 

We will allow ourselves the following comments upon the 
foregoing remarks: 

1. That the Roman Catholic Church is the descendant of 
the Inquisitorial Church is undeniable; and-all the “love” that 
the North Americans display toward it will not reveal one single 
manifestation on the part of that Church condemning the acts 
of the Inquisition; while we can demonstrate that there exists 
to-day in the Roman Catholic Church the same spirit as in the 
sixteenth century. 

2. Some fifty years ago the United States of North America 
was a nation conspicuous for her piety and for the purity of her 
manners and customs. The growth of her love for the papistry 
denotes a retrogression and moral decadence. 

3. The “hundred Romish priests who met in a Protestant 
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church to listen to a Protestant minister” did so for their own 
ends, and on account of their political tendencies; (a) because, 
any one who is not absolutely ignorant on these points, will know 
perfectly that by the teaching of the Romish Church said priests, 
by such conduct, committed a “mortal sin”; (b) it is necessary 
to know whether it was a sermon which was delivered by the 
Protestant minister referred to, or if it were merely a philan- 
thropic discourse; (c) it is necessary to know what were the 
principles of Protestantism which were held and maintained by 
the foresaid minister, because for fifty years back there have 
been so-called Protestant ministers who are neither more nor less 
than Jesuits in disguise; (d) it is very doubtful,‘indeed, if these 
one hundred priests would have been present in the church had 
the preacher been a Bishop MacCabe, or Burt, or a Dr. John 
Lee, a Dr. John F. Thomson, a Thomas Wood, or a James 
O'Connor. 


4. The North American ex-priest Jeremiah Crowley, in pub- 
lic lectures, in pamphlets and in his famous work, “The Parochial 
School,” has placed on evidence Roman Catholicism in the United 
States, as has also, month by month, the ex-priest Rev. J. O’Con- 


nor, in his periodical, THe Convertep Carnotic. So that, if 
North Americans prefer to shut their eyes against the evidence 
placed before them and allow themselves to be more and more 
enslaved by the shackles with which the pope is enchaining them 
—chains which they mistake for the “cords of brotherly love”—it 
wili not be from the fact that they have not had timely and fre- 
quent warnings. What a tremendous error it is to despise the 
teachings of the history of more than twelve centuries !—teach- 
ings which should serve us as a safeguard. What a fatal decep- 
tion to judge popery by the habilaments which, for political ends, 
it invests itself with in Protestant countries! It is not in the 
comportment, necessary under the circumstances, of a few priests 
of Mohammed that may be in the United States, some of them pos- 
sibly born and educated in that country, but in Turkey and in 
the Koran and its commentaries where the North Americans would 
seek to study the teachings of Mohammed before they would think 
of giving it a firm footing in their midst. Nor is it in what is 
given them to see of Roman Catholicism in the United States 
that they can learn what it actually is. They should study what 
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it is in its canons and its bulls, in its “Moral Theology” and in 
its Syllabus, in Rome, and in the countries that have groaned 
under her crushing yoke for centuries. 

How those Protestant countries can allow themselves to be 
hoodwinked and enticed by that which the most backward Roman 
Catholic countries are repudiating is beyond our comprehension! 
Or it may be that it is that we know her so well, although it is 
impossible for us to convince these “bewitched Galatians” of the 
United States of the fact. The fact of the matter, in our opinion, 
is this: Roman Catholicism, repudiated little by little by every 
country that has any self-respect, looks for a firm footing in 
Protestant countries; and that “Great Whore,” mistress of in- 
trigues, presents herself, garbed in the robe of purity; the hyena 
disguises herself in the clothing of a lamb; and taking advantage 
of the tolerance which the Gospel of the Lord Jesus Christ has 
engendered in these countries the Church of Rome finds ample 
and propitious scope for the spread of her insidious and per- 
nicious teachings, and arms are stretched wide to receive her. 

And the detriment which these occasions to our missions is 
incalculable, as is evidenced by these four facts, apart from 
others. 

1. Missionary societies are more disposed to help the mis- 
sion work in totally pagan countries than in those Roman 
Christian.” 

2. The missionaries who arrive here from the United States 
come imbued with the ideas respecting Romanism which exist 
in the States, and consequently are totally wnprepared for the 
WORK IN this country. 

3. In the last Missionary Conference in Edinburgh it was 
openly manifested the enormous headway Rome had made among 
us, and this in a form which should alarm and arouse the most 
indifferent.. 


Catholic countries which are considered as 


4. The element of Protestant origin in these countries is, in 
the majority of cases, hostile to religious controversy, without 
which no Roman Catholic can arrive at the possession of Gospel 
truth. 

We would also insert here another “cutting” from a late number 
of the “Western Christian Advocate,” which goes still further to em- 
phasize the truth of our statement, and to show how some of our ° 
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church organs lend their voices toward the aiding and abetting 
of the priests of the Church of Rome in warning the members 
of their church against attending the preaching of the Gospel of 
the Lord Jesus Christ,” the hearing and the “heeding” of which 
alone bringeth salvation. The “cutting” speaks for itself, and, 
at the same time, speaks volumes: 


THE “SIN” OF ATTENDING CHURCH. 


At the request of the young men of Wapakoneta, O., the pas- 
tor of the Methodist Church delivered an address to sixty of their 
number. Pool-rooms were empty, and the message was such 
as to inspire any young man to better living. The local Roman 
Catholic priest thus expresses himself regarding the event in his 
“Parish Monthly” when he learned that some young men, mem- 
bers of his church, were present: 


“If it is really true that some of our young men were so 
thoughtless as to be present at this non-Catholic service it is 
indeed to be regretted. We are positive that they have not glanced 
over the pages of the last issue of the ‘Parish Monthly’ which 
was distributed that same Sunday morning, else they would have 


quickly seen a valid objection plainly given in answer to one of 
the questions submitted to the ‘Question Box’ regarding the 
attending of services in churches other than their own, the 
Catholic Church.” 

If these young men are loyal Roman Catholics they will not 
willfully transgress a second time, for the priest continues: 

“It should be remembered that such an act is wrong, a sin, in 
the eyes of the Roman Catholic Church, and a needless offense 
to the particular Protestant Church in question. A good Roman 
Catholic will not so ‘degrade’ himself.” 

The Protestant churches of the United States are continually 
proclaiming themselves responsible for the “evangelization of the 
world”; but how are they going to evangelize the world if they 
lend their hand to “Romanizing?” It is as certain as it is that 
there is a God the fact that Roman Catholicism abhors the Bible 
to-day as always. It has succeeded in suppressing, in great part, 
the reading of the Bible in the public schools of the United States. 
It is strenuously fighting to gain possession of the public schools 
of the United States and England. It has corrupted to a large 
extent the official Church of England; the church called the 
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“Episcopal Protestant” in the United States, first cousin to that 
of Rome, aspires to be “The Church of the United States.” Bud- 
dhism, in various forms, is spreading in the States, the same as 
is “Christian Science” and other errors; the “Higher Criticism” 
(although on the “fall’”’) still advances, making havoc there and 
in England—and, added to all this, now is given a hearty welcome 
to Romanism and all that that signifies — to Romanism, which 
teaches officially, by means of its “Moral Theology,” of Saint 
Alfonso de Liguari, of Sanchez, and others, that there are cir- 
cumstances under which “it is proper to speak falsehood, to rob, 
to commit fornication, and so forth.” 

And is there no remedy for all this? Most assuredly there 
is a remedy—in a Bible for every member of the human family! 
The Lord will do the rest. But to embrace Rome, to receive joy- 
ously, with open arms, popery to our hearts and our homes, is 
moral suicide. It is ruin. It is the falsifying of the education 
of the people, the corruption of the Church, of the family, of com- 
merce, of politics and of every institution which should reflect 
credit upon the nation. It is to “cast that which is holy unto the 
dogs”; it is to bind hand and foot to the wheels of a car more 
horrible than that of Juggernaut; it is to dry up the blood of 
the martyrs, who through blazing holocausts, purchased for us 
our liberties. It is an insult to heaven. It is the final catastrophe 
in which Satan obtains his triumph. 

The North American nation, so wonderfully blest by God, 
which was founded by the fugitives from popish tyranny ; the— 
in a certain sense—“New Israel,” which has brought the Light 
to so many souls, it is to be sincerely hoped, will not inflict upon 
itself and upon the world at large the incalculable evil of allowing 
itself to be seduced away by the “Great Whore” of the Apoc- 
alypse. There is sufficient of Protestant spirit there (in the strict- 
est and holiest sense of the term) to demonstrate to the pope that 
it is not disposed to abandon the “substance” for the “shadow,” 
nor the “bread” for the “stone.” 

Would that God may grant to the North American nation, that 
nation of such noble antecedents, the necessary grace for the pur- 
pose! Her well-being and that of the world at large demand it. 

The following pastoral has been issued by a Romish bishop 
of the town of Cuzco, in the republic of Peru: 
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“We, Fr. José Gregorio Castro, of the Order of Lesser Frias, 
by the grace of God and the Holy Apostolic See, Bishop of Cuzco. 

“Whereas, the Holy Pontiff of immortal memory, Pio IX., in 
his syllabus, addressed to the Catholic world, along with his 
encyclical ‘Quanta cura’ of the 8th December, 1864, under No. 
18, condemns the proposition which affirms: That Protestantism 
is nothing but an adverse form of the Christian religion, in the 
which, like the Catholic Church, it is permitted to please God; 
and his Constitution ‘Apostolic Sedis,’ he declares, ‘excommuni- 
cated with excommunion Jatae sententiag, reserved in a special 
manner to the Roman Pontiff, to the apostates to the Roman 
Catholic faith, to each and every heretic, let their names be what 
they may, or to whatever sect they may pertain ; to those who give 
them credit, who receive them, who favor them in any way, and 
in general to all those who defend them, and in like manner are 
included in the same excommunion ‘those who, knowingly, with- 
out permission of the Apostolic See, print, read, preserve or de- 
fend, in any way, the heretical publications of whatsoever author 
nominally forbidden by Apostolic letters. . 

“For which reason : : 

“(1) We prohibit, under penalty of mortal sin, reserved to us, 
the faithful attending any of the meetings held by Protestant 
propagandists, nor at the Sunday-school; we prohibit their send- 
ing their children, wards, or servants to said places; forbidding 
them to read, preserve or circulate said Bibles, sheets, foreign 
local periodicals, magazines, reviews or tracts, or any class of 
literature which tend to disseminate the plague of Protestantism. 

(2) We admonish, in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
our beloved faithful, to reflect with live religious fervor on the 
gravity of the censure thundered forth by the Supreme Pontiff 
against those above cited, and to avoid, by every possible means, 
the awful danger of incurring the same. 

“(3) We command all our children in the Lord who should 
happen to have in their possession the aforesaid papers, tracts, etc., 
or such as should at any times fall into their hands, that they 
immediately deliver them up to their parish priest, father confessor, 
or to the departmental delegate of the Apostolate of the religious 
press. 


“(4) The reverend fathers will give us strict account of the 
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active measures they adopt, in order to comply with this sacred 
obligation, in suppressing the circulation of said publications 
among their parishioners, impressing upon them, at once, the 
great danger which the Protestant teachings involve, and the im- 
perative necessity of their fleeing from this the worst of all 
plagues. 

“(5) Likewise, we command that this edict be read in our 
holy Catholic cathedral, in the schools, convents and monasteries, 
following the reading of the Gospel, and after High Mass; at the 
same time explaining its meaning to the faithful, on consecutive 
Sundays, and even continuously, the parish priests especially dis- 
playing in this respect great solicitude and zeal. 

“Given in Our Episcopal Office of Cuzco on the 3oth day of 
October, in the year of our Lord Ig11. 

Fr. Jose Grecorio, Bishop of Cuzco.” 

“Pm. de S. S. I. and Rma., Juan B. Pineda, secretary.” 


What do you think of that? What a pity it is not given them 
to celebrate an auto de fe! These was a time! ! ! 

The foregoing choice document is a clear evidence that the 
work of the evangelists in Peru is advancing. Were it not so 
my Lord Bishop of Cuzco would not be having his slumbers dis- 
turbed. Thanks be to God for this! also for the charming pas- 
toral, which, it strikes us, is nothing more than the frantic gesticu- 
lations of a drowning man! 

DANIEL HALL, 
Editor of “El Estandarte Evangélico, Buenos Ayres. 


EDUCATION AND REFORM 


I think it may be considered as indisputably settled that the 
only remedy for our numerous social ills and diseases, and the 
one that is likely to produce a lasting cure, lies in education. 


This, of course, is commonplace to any thinker on the subject. 


But, judging from the very inadequate provision made for giving 
an education worthy the name, it would seem that this remedy 
cannot be too often insisted upon. By education I mean that 
broad, humanizing instruction that not only fits a person to suc- 
ceed in the struggle for existence, but at the same time makes 
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him acquainted with the larger facts of life and its numerous 
activities, which can only be gained by contact with the highest, 
though not necessarily abstruse, wisdom of the world’s great 
teachers, from Moses down to a Spencer or an Emerson. 

It is a fact, so far as our public schools are concerned, that 
the great mass of knowledge of the most vital sort contributed 
by thinkers all over the world during the past century, lies prac- 
tically untouched by the authorities writing the curriculms of 
the most important educational institution there is—the public 
school. This is true for various reasons, one of which is that 
the authorities themselves are uneducated, in the real sense of 
the word. Another being the quite general impression that truths 
of an important nature are difficult for the child to understand, 
whereas, in a great many instances, the reverse is true, the larger 
facts of life being the most interesting and very often the easier 
to grasp and verify. 

With the foregoing in mind, it would seem absolutely essen- 
tial that those persons aiming to better social conditions should 
go to the root of our numerous evils, which find their origin in 
ignorance, and apply the best known methods calculated to 
remove or lessen this ignorance. 

As a practical step toward this end, I think it would be pro- 
ductive of good results if, in every community, a number of men 
and women would interest themselves in this matter of education, 
forming an association with definite objects in mind, with a view 
to seeing that our commissioners of education, boards of educa- 
tion and teachers, should be men and women well qualified for 
the important duty of developing the minds of our children. 

As it is now, out of any ten men comprising a board of edu- 
cation, I think it safe to say that nine will be found who have 
not read a single book on the subject of education, and who 
know absolutely nothing of the vast potential possibilities of the 
mind of the child when scientifically trained—men who do not 
know, judging from observation and the constant criticism of 
public school methods by prominent educators, how to devise a 
system of instruction which will give the child a competent mas- 
tery over such subjects as reading, writing, arithmetic and the 
English language. 
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It is dead certain, however, in cities like New York and Jersey 
City, that work conducted along this line will very soon strike 
a snag in the shape of the Roman Catholic Church, an institution 
which has always stood, not for education and progress, but for 
ignorance and stagnation. The sooner this fact is recognized the 
better it will be for the welfare of the country. Under the appear- 
ance of being a religious institution, aiming to create the king- 
dom of heaven on earth, this Church in reality is little more than 
a political or predatory organization, which works not to 
enlighten its members but to keep them in ignorance, knowing 
full well that as the human mind develops it casts off the various 
superstitions and crude beliefs peculiar to the undeveloped mind. 

For proof of the correctness of the above view I can refer 
to the history of this Church since its origin down to the present 
day. If we are to judge a tree by its fruit, what must we say of 
the tree which bears such fruit as that festering sore on the body 
politic called Tammany Hall, with all its hideousness as shown 
by the present investigation into police and vice conditions in 
New York City. To show that this is not merely my opinion 
I can refer to the daily papers of New York, and also to what 
Dr. Chas. H. Parkhurst told me about two years ago, to the 
effect that he had always considered Tammany Hall as the secu- 
lar side of the Roman Catholic Church. It should be remem- 
bered that Dr. Parkhurst has had many years of experience in 
fighting vice and crime in New York City. 

The seriousness of this situation cannot be too well under- 
stood, for not only is the Catholic Church segregating thousands 
of children in the parochial schools, but a very large percentage 
of the public school teachers are Roman Catholics, this Church 
being also represented on our boards of education, with the result 
that the children of Protestants are being subjected to the per- 
nicious influence of the Roman Catholic Church, a condition of 
things which is, in our larger cities, becoming more and more 
aggravated. 

In the writer’s opinion it would, perhaps, be far better to 
divide the schools, permitting the Catholics to have sufficient 
schools for their children, the Protestants likewise to have their 
schools, which should be placed on a strictly Protestant basis, 
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with none but Protestant teachers under Protestant direction. In 
this way a very serious obstacle would be removed from putting 
into effect a course of study tending to achieve the ends of a 
broad, rationalizing education. I feel quite sure that the results 
produced by the Protestant schools would soon make clear to 
ordinary intelligence the tremendous (superiority of the broad 
education which an unfettered Protestant school, ably directed, 
could give, as compared with the narrow, repressive methods 
employed by the Catholic Church. This is conclusively demon- 
strated by comparing the intellectual life in countries dominated 
by Catholic influence with those countries which threw off this 
influence centuries ago. 

This view as to the desirability of establishing separate Prot- 
estant and Catholic schools may seem extreme to many people, 
but a glance at the situation shows that this change is actually 
taking place, and that as fast as the Catholic Church can build 
parochial schools so soon does it remove the children of that 
Church from the public schools, and it is only fair to Protestants, 
as a matter of self-protection, that Catholic teachers be barred 
from trying to teach the children of Protestants. 

The Catholic Church will never consent to the introductidn 


of broader educational methods wherever its people are con- 
cerned, for it knows very well that the existence of all institu- 
tions is endangered as soon as the human mind is developed 
enough to see that since the mind of man created the institution, 
so may it alter or abolish the same when it pleases to do so. 


HERBERT A. THORPE, 


Note.—We are glad to publish the views of our friends, but can- 
not always be responsible for, nor agree with, them at every point. 
The only certain remedy for all social ills is found not merely in 
education, but in evangelical religion and the acceptance of the glorious 
truth of the Gospel of an atoning Saviour. And we cannot commend 
an education for tender minds which would include the wisdom of 
Spencer and other agnostics. We also believe our correspondent 
underestimates the standard of education provided in our public 
schools. But we agree with his estimate of Roman education. 

— The Editor. 
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LETTER TO CARDINAL GIBBONS 
XX. 
My dear Cardinal: 

Enough has been said to make it necessary for a man to 
deny all the light of reason, and persist in stultifying his intel- 
ligence in order not to see that the history of the pontificate is 
a chain of frauds—the most colossal lie that has ever existed. 
No institution in the world presents blacker pages in its history. 
Although it is an established fact that there is not a dynasty 
in Europe which has not much of which to be ashamed in its 
past histery, yet it is also a fact, however strange it may appear 
to some who have been taught the contrary, that these same 
black pages of history in the dynasties of Europe were written 
by the pen of the papacy, the hatcher of plots, and the only one 
responsible for all the injustice and crime which was perpetrated 
by these monarchs, either by its instigation, or with its sanc- 
tion, in order to obtain its ends. 

If the papacy had gradually developed through the ages, not 
by right of conquest, but because the nations, attracted by the 
teachings of the Crucified, preached by the Church, had 
flocked submissive to her feet, abandoning their ancient beliefs 
and barbarous practises, to-day you might invite the world to 
study her history. And we should hold as worse than insensate 
the man who refused to prostrate himself before this prolonged 
miracle of the power of God, or to render obedience to the papacy. 
But when one sees that the prelates of the Church, moved only by 
ambition or passion, have always aspired to a temporal king- 
dom, abandoning completely the quest of the Kingdom of God, 
in which they had no faith; that the conquests of the Church 
have always been the result of human force or cunning, and 
not the result of evangelical practise, which latter she knew 
nothing of or else despised; that in these conquests she has 
made use, not of the apostle of Jesus Christ, but of the apostles 
of wickedness, however barbarous their beliefs and horrible 
their crimes—when one sees all this, one is astounded that in 
the midst of this enlightened twentieth century there still exist 
any who are willing to admit unquestioningly the Church’s 
claim to divine origin. 
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There are a few questions I should like to put to the ob- 
sessed minds that see in the papacy nothing but a succession of 
triumphs: Why has it never been given to the papacy to con- 
quer without violence or fraud? Why, in order to maintain its 
vassals, has it been obliged to brutalize human intelligence by 
fostering a state of ignorance and declaring war against all 
human liberties? Why, in spite of its unlimited means, has it 
never been able to conquer the world and govern the nations 
in peace? Why is it that everywhere that it has implanted 
itself there has always arisen the necessity of reform? The 
Waldenses, the different reformers, and Protestantism rising out 
of weakness, defying this world’s power, despising the Inqui- 
sition and its tortures, and subsisting in spite of persecution, do 
they not speak to men to-day of a Faith once transmitted to a 
few poor fishermen, which cannot be destroyed by a false priest- 
hood, however potent, and whose voice cannot be silenced by 
worldly science or philosophy; which forms its hosts not of 
warriors, full of ambition to conquer the earth, but of men who 
reform their lives; who, instead of fighting for the victory, come 
offering peace to all men; who, however fierce or barbarous 
the tribes or nations among which they find themselves, call 
them brothers; and instead of employing force in order to gain 
riches and power are willing to strip themselves of all earthly 
possessions for the sake of the souls of their fellowmen? 

This must arrest the attention of the thinking man and make 
him see that if, in spite of every obstacle, this Faith has been 
transmitted from age to age, even down to our own days, there 
must be in it a power above nature, a power divine—a power 
which reveals the weakness of the papacy. 

It will be asked: But has not the papacy also subsisted even 
to our days? Yes, but we may say it is at the last gasp. The 
history of the papacy is the history of the gambler, who to-day 
presents himself rich and luxurious, and to-morrow has to beg 
public charity. The nations which one day constituted the main- 
stay and might of the papacy now struggle to shake off its 
dominion. Italy celebrates as a day of glory the date on which 
the pope was secluded in his palace of the Vatican, surrounded 
by vassals, it is true, but vassals who followed him not because 
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of their faith in his claims, but on account of the value of his 
bank notes. France, the favorite daughter of the Church, has 
sought her happiness in emancipation; Portugal has broken the 
ancient molds cast by Rome as prejudicial to national develop- 
ment, and Spain will emancipate herself also, as soon as she 
becomes capable of sane reasoning. 

It seems to me I hear you say: “But are we not those who 
triumph in the United States in the midst of progress 
and civilization?’ No, Cardinal. I know that this is your 
argument, but it is false. For some time I have been making 
a careful study of the development of your Church in the 
United States, and I have been unable to see anything but the 
repetition of the old story. Allow me to say that here, as every- 
where, and to-day, as always, the adherents of Rome are com- 
posed of two classes—ignorant and educated. Among the 
first as dense ignorance is found here in this enlightened land 
as in Spain or South America. The veneration of relics, the 
miracles and practises here have been imported from old Europe, 
most of them having been rejected there with contempt. With 
regard to the second class, I must be frank. My experience has 


made me skeptical in this respect. I cannot believe that any 
truly enlightened man can belong to your Church, except out 
of a calculating spirit, without belief in her teachings. 

The means employed by your Church in this country are 
identical with those employed in other lands, and I do not doubt 
that early or late they will produce identical results. There are 


a large number of priests who consider their ministry simply a 
modus vivendi, and you have to be very careful how you treat 
them lest they turn against you. This you know, and I know 
it also. As to the Church’s triumphs: Spiritual triumphs there 
are none. As to material triumphs, the only wonder is that in 
the midst of such a commercial people as that of the United 
States, your Church has not been able to un-Christianize this 
people sufficiently to count new adherents by thousands daily. 
On the one hand you organize the Knights of Columbus, and 
on the other hand the regular and secular clergy are internally 
disorganized. In order to maintain your position, you are 
obliged to make use of political and mercantile influence. It is 
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strange that, having such great success as you claim, you do 
not yet dare to re-establish the throne of the poor prisoner of 
the Vatican. 


3efore leaving the Roman Church I made the proposal to 
Cardinal Vives that if I were given the liberty to publish the 
things in which neither I nor the cardinal himself, nor other 
cardinals and bishops believed, I would not leave the Church. 
But he refused. Your Church keeps her own people ignorant 
of the truth, and this is the great sin for which she must pay 


sooner or later. Here in the United States you are developing 
the same policy as always—appearing to be weak with him 
who is weak until you conquer him. But the Church does not 
always calculate accurately, for we have seen that when other 
nations have been aroused to the knowledge of what the Church 
really is, dissatisfaction and rebellion have followed—and so it 
will be here. 

You cannot deny that the policy of the Vatican with 
regard to the United States could not have been more dis- 
astrous for Rome’s own interests. Years ago Cardinal Vives 
conceived the plan of establishing his radical policy. First ,he 
proposed to reform the religious orders. He began by inducing 
the Curia Generalicia of the Capuchin order, of which he was 
a leader, to begin this reform by making him Apostolic Visitor. 
But I know what protest was raised in some of the convents, 
enough to cause him to desist from his proposed visit, in order 
to save his life for the greater honor of the cardinalate to which 
he aspired. After becoming cardinal, he has attempted to reform 
not only the Capuchins, but all the religious orders. You know 
whether his voice has had an echo in this country or not. 

I should horrify even the readers of Maria Monk if I should 
publish the stories told me by Cardinal Vives himself about 
convents in America, which I am convinced have not been im- 
proved since then, for all his attempts at reform. I could con- 
vince him also of this by telling him of every-day occurrences 
in these convents of which I know on reliable authority, which are 
contrary to the very constitutions of the religious orders. 

Cardinal Vives’ policy has produced such a contrary effect 
that, had he been allowed to persist in carrying it out, a very 
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tempest of scandal would have been raised. You, Cardinal, are 
better acquainted with this country and its conditions, and you 
know that radical measures are certain to meet with determined 
opposition here. You cannot fail to lament that Pius X has 
committed certain fatal blunders, i. e., the declaration of the 
constitution of the Church in the United States was premature, 
for although some superficial minds may believe that this was 
an honor to the nation, others may be able to understand that 
the reason for this declaration was not the pope’s esteem for 
this nation, but his desire, or rather the desire of the cardinal, 
to be able to regulate the clergy. Naturally, missionary clergy 
enjoy certain privileges, which exempt them from the canons, 
and by taking away these privileges they were to be completely 
subjected to the discipline of the Church. But the inexpediency 
of this policy consisted in that the time was not opportune for 
the effecting of a reform. This is proved by the fact that while 
you, Cardinal, have not enforced the laws, others who have less 
experience, and who are more servile to Rome, in order to please 
her, have enforced the law and have been deserted by many of 
their clergy in consequence, as has happened, for example, in 
the case of Cardinal O’Connell. 

The marriage law, the immunity of the clergy, and the 
censura, are such blunders as will serve more than anything 
else to open the eyes of the ignorant and make them see that 
the object of the Church’s efforts here is not the saving of 
souls, especially if their attention is also called to the fact that 
South America, and all Roman Catholic lands, are suffering for 
lack of religion. Rome should take care of her own children 
in these countries. If she is so indifferent to the spiritual needs 
of her own faithful children, those of others must matter even 
less to her; therefore in this country her zeal must be directed 
toward something else besides the salvation of souls, and this 
something is evidently riches and power. She is not here for 
love of the laws of the land. If the pope were in love with the 
Constitution of the United States, he would have but to pro- 
claim its principles in Rome, and I could assure him that Italy, 
France and Portugal would return to his allegiance and he 
would again become arbiter of the world. 
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In a word, it is time that the American people, having so 
many proofs, should open their eyes and become convinced that 
you have no other master or lord than the pope, and that all 
your desire is that the United States and the whole world should 
return to the Middle Ages. But in order to accomplish your desire, 
you, the Church’s servants, must deceive; display virtue where 
it does not exist, hide everything which might be prejudicial to 
the advancement of the Church, denying the truth even in the 
face of all evidence. This alone is the explanation of how the 
Church’s history is written according to times and places. Some- 
times not even one generation passes before there appears a 
fresh history, whose author is not praised because he tells the 
truth, but because of his sagacity in hiding it. 

No one in your Church who reads these letters fails to be 
surprised, and if they ask me I am obliged to answer that what 
I say is not the thousandth part of the truth. You know this 
to be so, Cardinal, yet, because I am free and speak the truth 
you would gladly prevent every one from reading what I write, 
and you continue to teach apostolic succession and papal infal- 
libility, and who knows whether in this twentieth century, that 
you may scoff the more at modern enlightenment and progress, 
you may yet declare the divinity of the pope. 

As we wish to begin a study of more modern times, in order 
to prove to many that in the matter of the papacy the Church 
not only has not improved but rather is worse, we are obliged 
to make the present study as brief as possible, and we shall only 
touch lightly upon the thirty-five popes remaining from Deoda- 
tus, or Deusdedit, to Boniface VI. 

The first of these is St. Donus I. That our readers may see 
how unscrupulous the Church is, and how little she reverences 
holy things, it is enough to say that she puts Donus in the cata- 
logue of the saints and commands him to be venerated, although 
there is nothing known about him. We have reached an epoch 
of history in which all is confusion. The compilers of the list 
of popes find themselves in such perplexity that not one can 
present satisfactory evidence to prove that the papacy even 
existed at that time. What seems most probable is that there 
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were more who claimed to be popes than there were bishops. 
In this epoch we have St. Donus, Domno, Domnione, Cono and 
Cunone, whose lives and works hardly differ at all from their 
predecessors, and nevertheless the compilers, in order to get out 
of the difficulty, have agreed to accept these five names, which 
are etymologically so different, as belonging to one and the 
same individual. Artaud assures us that this composite pope 
was created the Ist of November, 676; that Reparatus, succes- 
sor of Maur in the see of Ravenna, rendered obedience to the 
holy see, which obedience Maur had denied; that Constantine 
Pogonatus asked the Roman see to convoke the sixth ecumeni- 
cal council that “the faithful should at length receive a certain 
rule for their faith,’ and that this pope, of whom it is known 
that he was a Roman and the son of a certain Mauricius, but 
whose own name is so uncertain, after he had ordained six 
bishops, ten priests and five deacons, died the 11th of April, 678. 
All of which is false. 

Reparatus of Ravenna never recoginzed the Roman see. 
Ravenna at this time exercised primatial authority, which it con- 
tinued to exercise until later, as we shall see, this authority was 
sold to the Bishop of Rome, in return for a tribute which this 
bishop should pay, and he was not to be recognized as pope 
unless he were consecrated by the primate of Ravenna and the 
Bishop of Ostia. 

Again, the sixth council of Constantinople did not take place 
at this time, and when it did take place it did not admit legates 
from Rome, “because they were unable to read a psalm.” The 
Greek Church brings forward this council as evidence against 
the Latin Church, which it accuses of being fraudulent and cor- 
rupt. All the manuscripts of this period which treat of the 
papacy are falsifications of the Benedictines; that is why we 
find that almost all the popes of the period are said to have 
been members of that order. There are numberless lists of the 
popes of this epoch. Comparing them, I have found that if we 
were to accept all the popes mentioned in them and in the manu- 
scripts from St. Agathus, 678, to Sisinnius, 708, there would 
have been reigning eight popes at one time, thirteen at another 
time, and as many as eighteen at another. The Benedictines 
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fixed up the matter by making their own list, and those popes 
who, because of their notoriety, could not be relegated to obliv- 
ion, they declared to be anti-popes. 

Donus, Domno, Domnione, Cono, or Cunone, whatever may 
be his true name, should in justice be canceled, for there is no 
one who can prove that he ever existed,-even in the cells of the 
Benedictines. St. Agathus, said to be successor to this pope, 
and also a Benedictine, was equally unknown, nor is there a 
single manuscript of his time to prove his existence. It is said 
that he was 103 years old when he was elected, and died when 
he was 107. There are numberless manuscripts referring to this 
epoch, but written some centuries later. In them the sixth 
council is referred to, which the former pope could not see, it 
is said, because he died before it took place. In Rome it is well 
known that the accusation of the Greek Church as to the fraud- 
ulent character of these documents is entirely true. So when 
historians like Artaud make use of these manuscripts, in order 
to prove that the Church of Rome has always maintained her 
supremacy, they can only be judged as ignorant or wilful 
deceivers. 

In the letter to the council, attributed to St. Agathus, there 
is but one sentence containing truth. It is this: “We send you 
our legates. Do not expect to find in them secular eloquence 
or even perfect knowledge of the Scriptures.” The ignorance of 
the Roman clergy is a fact; but it is not true that there were 
any legates. This letter was not written till five centuries later 
than the date attributed to it. Other documents as well as the 
one in question would make an interesting study for our read- 
ers had we the space to devote to it. 

The succeeding pope, St. Leo II, is included in this cama- 
rilla of fraud. Artaud, wishing to give him the advantage over 
his predecessors, assures us that he was consecrated by the 
3ishops of Porto, Ostia and another bishop. He might as well 
have said that the ceremony was performed by you, Cardinal— 
it would have been equally true. By a play of his fecund ima- 
gination, Artaud makes it appear that this pope dispensed the 
Bishop of Ravenna of the obligation of going to be consecrated 
in Rome and of paying tribute for his consecration! Will 
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Artaud please to tell me of a single Bishop of Ravenna who 
ever did such a thing. He also says that this pope approved 
the acts of the sixth council in trullo. This council, because of 
a confusion in dates has been shifted from one pope to another 
through several different pontificates. Pope Leo II died after 
reigning ten months. His greatest miracle was the multiplicity 
of the works he performed in such a short space of time, and 
his subtlety in escaping human investigation, for he was pope 
and saint without any one being able to tell how or when. 

The following pope on the list is St. Benedict II. He is said 
to have been a Benedictine monk, and also had part in the acts 
of the sixth council. Artaud, in order to prove the supremacy 
of Rome, makes this pope send a certain Peter to Spain to 
carry the acts of the council, which is a statement that neither 
he nor any one else can prove. At the same time he hides the 
fact that this same Peter had been rightful pope for some time, 
and the so-called popes we have mentioned had been his rivals. 

John V is the pope next in order on this list, and we should 
not touch upon him especially, as none of the popes of this 
epoch were legitimate, except in order to observe that Artaud 
here flatly contradicts himself. He has already given us four 
guaranties or definite decrees that the popes were exempt from 
the imperial consent; nevertheless he says of some’ popes that 
they awaited it, and of others that they did not. These decrees 
are false, for if any pope did not fulfil this requiremnt it was 
because he was a usurper. The Benedictines, in making their 
list, canceled at will the legitimate popes if they were not well 
known, or else declared them to be anti-popes, in order to insert 
in their places those they might choose for the honor of the 
Benedictine order. John V, we are told, was consecrated “with- 
out waiting for the confirmation of the emperor or the exarch 
of Ravenna,” but we are not told that the reason was because 
there were already at least nine rival popes. 

Conon is the successor of John. Like the rest, he is unknown 
to every one but the Benedictines. All that is said of this pope 
is so similar to what is said of Donus that many have thought 
them to be the same person. At that time it is certain that this 
Conon was not recognized; probably he was quite unknown. 
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Ostia, Porto, Ravenna and other sees were fighting among 
themselves for the supremacy. Among the notable men in Rome 
were the archpriest Peter, elected by the clergy and the people, 
and Theodore, sustained by the judges and the army. Conon 
was not elected till 500 years afterward in the monastery of 
Monte Cassino, where Theodore and Peter were declared to be 
anti-popes by the Benedictine monks. 

Sergius I was put on the list by the monks in order to 
introduce certain canons in the council of Constantinople. So 
the Greeks who say that there never existed any such docu- 
ments nor any such popes may settle the question. What seems 
strange to us is that, at a time when popes so abounded, Sergius 
has been given a reign of thirteen years, eight months and twen- 
ty-four days. Without doubt he needed this time to revise the 
105 canons of the council, disapproving that concerning the 
marriage of priests. 

I believe, to close this letter, and to give to my readers an 
eye-opener as to how your historians write history, nothing 
could be more to the point than to quote from Artaud himself, 
p. 175. In treating of John VII, as he differs so widely in his 
opinion of this pope from Navoes, Feller and Fleury, He says: 
“After composing the history of the sovereign pontiffs, after 
fulfilling im part the grave duty I have assumed, I have revised 
it sheet by sheet, adding as occasion required, ommitted facts, 
when they could explain apparently erroneous conduct.” Here 
our author, wishing to appear extremely conscientious, gives 
himself and his Jesuitical methods away. So history is written 
in your Church—adding something here, omitting something 
else there—and all with the object that your own people may 
not know any more than what you think it expedient for the 
Church that they should know. 

Dark ways and crooked ways are these. The searchlight of 
God’s truth must be turned upon them till every darkest corner 
lies revealed. Only thus can Rome’s power to deceive be coun- 
teracted and her well-laid plans defeated. 

And truth in the end will triumph, Cardinal. The Church may 
seem to flourish even yet awhile, but the day of her downfall 
will surely come. MANUEL FERRANDO, 
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WHICH IS THE REAL IRELAND? 


Within the Ireland whose history is so famous for learning, 
whose memory so beneficent for the spiritual welfare of Europe, 
but whose condition is so perplexing at this moment, there are 
two or more nations. The pre-natal strife of Jacob and Esau 
was not more significant of future misunderstanding than is 
the welter of to-day in Ireland. Mr. W. P. Ryan has contrib- 
uted his share for our understanding of what is strange. His 
book* has a charm for the Celtic flavor of its style, cryptic 
sometimes, as is the title of the book itself—its purpose is an 
effort to show the Green Island is not the Pope’s. For five 
years, from 1905 to 1910, the author edited three Irish weekly 
papers, or rather one weekly paper which clerical intolerance 
compelled twice to change its name, and finally to be given up. 
In 1905 Mr. Ryan took over the control of the “Irish Peasant,” 
in succession to Mr. P. D. Kenny (“Pat”), who had aroused 
some slight suspicion of being anti-clerical. Mr, Ryan had been 
enthusiastic over the Gaelic League, and he broadened some 
features of the “Peasant” in accordance with the ideals of the 
League. Despite the sympathy and help of some young priests, 
the paper provoked opposition which became outspoken when, 
in 1906, the “Peasant” maintained that Ireland had no call to 
meddle with the politics of the English Education bill. Irish 
educational problems were sufficient in the “Peasant’s” judg- 
ment; for at home, it argued, the clerical control of the schools 
called for reform. The Cardinal called the “Irish Peasant” “a 
most pernicious anti-Catholic print.” The proprietors took 
alarm, and the paper ceased. It was. revived in Dublin by the 
Gaelic League, and for two years continued as “The Peasant.” 
Then it became the “Irish Nation”; but in 1910 the forces against 
it became too strong. The working, or waiting, for Home Rule 
seemed to leave the conductor of the journal devoid of the help 
needed for the work it had in view; and so the “Nation” now 


*“The Pope’s Green Island,” by W. P. Ryan. London, Nisbet & 
Co. 1912. 325 pp. 
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is dormant. Mr. Ryan improves the occasion by restating in this 
volume the subject which engaged the minds and pens of active, 
thinking Irish men and women during the author’s five years’ 
editorship. The record is well written. Here and there one 
catches a glimpse of the viewpoint from which some Protestant 
friends are arguing that Home Rule fof Ireland will be Ireland’s 
jubilee from Roman control. This is because the author makes 
a constant distinction between “Catholicism” and “Vaticanism.” 
The older clergy almost all, and the Episcopal Bench entirely, are 
Vatican, under Roman influence, and not favorable to any purely 
Irish view. Not a few of the younger clergy share in the Celtic 
fervor with which the Gaelic League would revive the intellectual 
past of Ireland, and stir the people to a self-centred life that is 
natural and happy. But there is no word of Home Rule, nor 
aught but the faintest reference to Nationalist politics. Mr. Ryan 
and his contributors and readers of five years moved in a differ- 
ent sphere; hence our question: “Which is the real Ireland?” 

The author we judge to be a Roman Catholic, but he does not 
write of, for he says he seldom encountered, “the clash of Catholi- 
cism and Protestantism. We do not see any such clash through- 
out the greater part of the country, and where we do see it it is 
seldom the fault of the democracy on either side, at least primar- 
ily, for greater difficulties lie within the very mixed Irish 
Catholic world itself. One or other of them meets the Irish pio- 
neer, intellectual, industrial or otherwise at any point.” 

The author’s point is that the Vatican is Anglican and anti- 
Irish, to which full view we demur, though admitting the truth 
of it in part. In truth, the papacy is un-Irish, for was it not a 
pope who sold Ireland to the English king? At one time the 
Church was indeed Anglicizing, but not so now. Yet we must 
admit that the British Cabinet has persistently, for a long time, 
been too friendly with the Vatican. The author’s aim is to make 
the Irish solve their own problems by intellectual and industriai 
regeneration. The people are blinded by nonsensical regard for 
St. Anthony and by tales of the magical doings of St. Patrick; 
“even learned, Irish-minded priests find it difficult to get away” 
from absurd folk-lore. “No doubt the wildest and crudest medi- 
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eval legends about Patrick are regarded by the older Irish clerics 
as unholy skepticism and other things. Men of high abilities and 
acumen adopt this extraordinary attitude” (p. 227). In another 
passage the author somewhat contradicts himself, asserting there 
(p. 204) that “the majority of the Irish lay folk—so far as I 
know them—may be described by the infelicitous term ‘Modern- 
ists.’”” They have simply outgrown the crudity and formalism of 
much Catholic theology as popularly preached; some have be- 
come theosophical “or Christian in a more or less esoteric sense. 
I have not known or heard of any one who passed over to 
Protestantism.” The author’s assertion is qualified by the phrase, 
“So far as I know them.” The failure so far to find support for 
his laudable work is no reflection on the earnest people (“some 
of them Protestant, but most of them Catholic”) who co-operated 
with him; it proves, however, how small was the company of his 
friends. Beyond them, undescribed and almost untouched, are 
the political clergy and the crowds they sway, the A. O. H. men, 
the boycotters, the agrarian disturbers, those who insult and 
assault “soupers,’ the money-lenders and the publicans. Mr. 
Ryan had the grace to prove his patriotic worth by keeping away 
from the last-named. He refused whisky advertisements for his 
papers. 


, 


In spite of its charm the book is disappointing, for the Green 
Island is shown to be the Pope’s after all. No efforts of the 
people against the Vatican have succeeded save the desire to have 
Gaelic as an essential for entry to the new “National” University. 
Against that achievement, the bishops have scored by medicating 
the atmosphere, social and scholastic, of the University till it has 
become “Roman Catholic” and not “National” in the sense in- 
tended by Parliament. 

Two significant chapters are “Litterateurs and the Land”— 
“Workers’ Gleams and Gloom.” The Gaelic League appears to 
mingle with its romance an intensely practical concern for the 
small farmers’ welfare. The Irish Agricultural Organization 
Society (I. A.O.S.) has enrolled and helped a hundred thousand 
farmers. One of the Celtic apostles is prominent on its behalf; 
others used their visions and gifts in the same direction. But 
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here again the Church has been jealous. Both it and the Nation- 
alist party have been hostile to Sir Horace Plunkett, who has done 
more for Ireland than have all the politicians. Industrial unrest 
also has lacked remedy at the hands of the clergy, many of whom 
look upon poverty as a necessary feature of God’s ordering of 
things. “Still,” says the author, “the cfucial question for Cath- 
olicism in Ireland remains unanswered: Can its official theology 
be liberalized and spiritualized? . . . At present it is far too 
little either of a gospel or a philosophy. So it does not enlighten 
and inspire souls, or check anti-social sins and evils as it might 
were it truly evangelical, liberal and vital.” 

How far the author’s view of his Church’s teaching is shared 
by others must, as we have shown, be surmised from the tardy 
fruits of his own labors. It is enough that he and his, friends 
make up one kind of Ireland, apparently contented with their 
political firmament, and not worried about the things a Dub- 
lin Parliament would itch to do in order to justify its exist- 
ence. Also it is plain that there is a large Ireland more or less 
benumbed by clericalism, and not yet ripe for bestirring itself 
Lastly, there is the Ireland ignored by this volume, but writ large 
in the newspapers. This latter it is, which cherished ill will against 
the Protestant community, has cried out about breaking “Saxon 
rule” and has aimed at separation; although these several long- 
ings are kept under for the present. There is little in this book 
to challenge, but much to confirm, the oft-repeated contention 
that Ireland’s woes are due to the papacy, and will be cured when 
she learns the truths of the Bible. There is nothing to confirm, 
but much to dispel, the delusion cherished now by so many Prot- 
estants that Roman Catholic Ireland will use the granting of 
Home Rule as the occasion to shake off the Vatican. Her peo- 
ple could do so to-day were they so minded. The Gaelic League 
has only tried a very mild form of anti-clericalism; its meagre 
success has tended to loss of even piety. Ireland’s emancipation 
is not yet. It will come in due season, but not by Celtic poetry 
or by political evolution. Why will Scottish Protestants, who hold 
the balance of destiny, cherish a delusion and so lend themselves 
to iniquity ?>—The Bulwark. 
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PERSECUTION IN SPAIN 
This is the Second Case 

We clip the following from the “Times,” May 5, 1913: 

“The Rev. J. A. Bain, Convener of the Continental Mission 
of the Presbyterian Church in Ireland, writes to us giving par- 
ticulars of the arrest of Don Juan Labrador, a Spanish Colonel 
of Marines, a Protestant, at San Fernando, near Cadiz, for 
declining to preside over a court-martial because it would have 
been preceded by the mass of the Holy Spirit, which he would 
have had to attend. Colonel Labrador is a member of the mis- 
sion maintained in San Fernando by the Presbyterian Church in 
Ireland. Mr. Bain says: ‘Colonel Labrador is at present under 
arrest awaiting the action of the authorities. As it is notorious 
that the Spanish Army is dominated by the Roman hierarchy, it 
may be assumed that no effort will be spared to punish this offi- 
cer for his fidelity to his religious convictions. You will strike 
a blow for religious freedom by drawing public attention to this 
further act of gross intolerance. It is to be hoped that the pub- 
lic opinion of Europe will make it clear to the Spanish Govern- 
ment that it is time for this medievalism to come to an end and 
for Spain to put herself in line with all civilized communities by 
refusing to enforce attendance at religious services to which a 
man has conscientious objections.’ ”’ 

The protest of a brave man had its effect even in Spain. 
The following is from the “Daily Telegraph,” May 14th: “This 
afternoon the Cabinet Council approved a measure which makes 
for increased religious toleration in the Spanish Army. Hence- 
forth officers selected to try offenses against military law will be 
absolved from the necessity of attending the mass of the Holy 
Ghost before the proceedings begin. The matter was brought 
into prominence by the arrest some days ago of Colonel Salvador 
Labrador for refusing to attend the mass, saying that it was 
contrary to his religious convictions. This measure of tolerance 


has been very well received in military circles.’.—The Catholic, 
Dublin, June, 1913. 


¢ 
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BISHOP WILLIAM TUFNEL SABINE, D.D. 


On the afternoon of Monday, August II, 1913, at about 5 
o'clock and with the westering of the sun and the closing of 
the day, Bishop Sabine fell asleep, his day’s work well done and 
over. The tired body has been carried to its final earthly resting- 


Bishop William Tufnel Sabine, D.D. 


place in Woodlawn Cemetery, New York, and his joyful spirit 

has gone to be forever with the Lord and to receive the eternal 
Ss 

reward of the blessed. 


Bishop Sabine’s portrait should be familiar to old readers 


of THE CONVERTED CATHOLIC. It was presented in our pages 
in 1902 and again in 1905; for, to quote the words of the late 
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beloved pastor of Christ’s Mission, the Rev. James A. O’Con- 
nor, “Bishop Sabine has been a warm friend and earnest up- 
holder of Christ’s Mission and its work from the very beginning.” 

Bishop Sabine was a Christian man in the highest sense, and 
a Protestant than whom none more stanch could be found. As 
a preacher he represented the true old school of evangelical 
theology. If he could not tolerate Romanism and 
Roman tendencies and _ imitations among professed 
Protestants, on the one hand, he _ could still less 
tolerate the so-called broad and liberal school of destructive 
criticism, which falsely vaunts itself as “higher criticism,” 
on the other hand. For him there was only one Gospel to preach 
—the Gospel of salvation only through the vicarious 
sacrifice of our Lord Jesus Christ, through the complete 
and all-sufficient atonement in His own precious shed blood. 
He knew no other sacrifice than the slain body of Christ; no 
other altar than the cross; no other priest than the Christ, who 
was both priest and sacrifice; no other salvation than the per- 
fect salvation wrought in the atonement of Christ; no other 
confession than that of the truly penitent heart poured forth 
to the ear of a tenderly listening God; no other absolution than 
His plenteous forgiveness, of His abounding grace and mercy, 
prompt and instant for the truly repentant, for Christ’s sake; 
and no other means of grace than that all-sufficient grace found 
in the sanctification of the indwelling Holy Spirit of God. 
For him the Bible not only merely contained the Word of 
God, but it was the Word of God. He had no partially in- 
spired Bible; no book of traditions and allegories. He could 
not sail upon a ship, to use his own figure, with holes bored 
through its bottom. He must either have no Bible or a whole 
Bible. And he had a whole Bible, every word of which was 
God’s inspired Word and God’s precious truth, which he 
faithfully believed and preached. 

For nearly forty years Bishop Sabine was the beloved pastor 
of the First Reformed Episcopal Church of New York, for 
thirty-three years as its active rector, and for seven years as its 
rector-emeritus. He was born in New York in 1838. A gradu- 
ate of Columbia University and of the General Theological 
Seminary of the Protestant Episcopal Church, he entered the 
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ministry of the Protestant Episcopal Church in 1862, and became 
assistant to the Rev. Dr. Stephen H. Tyng, of blessed memory, 
rector of St. George’s Church, New York. Here pastor and 
assistant were of one mind and heart, and Bishop Sabine never 
departed from the evangelical teaching of his beloved and famous 
old pastor. In the Spring of 1874 Mr. Sabine, as he was then 
called, rector at that time of the Protestant Episcopal Church 
of the Atonement, New York, accepted a call to the pastorate 
of the First Reformed Episcopal Church, then just organized 
by the late Bishop Cummins. In 1902 Dr. Sabine was made a 
bishop of the Reformed Episcopal Church, which office he occu- 
pied until his departure for the heavenly home. And this Church, 
small in numbers, and poor and feeble in worldly posséssion 
and influence, has stood and stands pre-eminent among‘ the 
churches for its stanch, evangelical protestantism. It was but 
natural that Bishop Sabine, and brethren associated with him, 
should be the loyal friends of Christ’s Mission, for they and 
Christ’s Mission are identified in oneness of cause and work. 
Bishop Rudolph, president of the Board of Trustees of 
Christ’s Mission, and the Rev. Dr. Collins, secretary of Christ’s 
Mission, were among Bishop Sabine’s Sunday-school boys, and 
both came into the ministry under his guidance, and have been 
associated with him as boys and men in the varied work of the 
Church for approximately forty years. Bishop Rudolph was 
for a number of years Bishop Sabine’s assistant pastor, and later 
became his bishop-coadjutor, and now succeeds him in the 
Episcopal office. Beyond the borders of his own church Bishop 
Sabine was widely beloved in the city of New York, and was 
identified with many of the interdenominational missionary insti- 
tutions. Among his closest friends were such men as the late 
Dr. John Hall, the late Dr. Howard Crosby, of the Presbyterian 
Church, and the late Dr. Charles F. Deems, of the Church of the 
Strangers, N. Y. For many years a member of the Presbyterian 
Ministers’ Association, he was at one time its secretary, and at 
another time its president. Although representing an evangelical 
denomination among the Churches, Bishop Sabine was far from 
being a denominationalist. A more truly Catholic man, Protest- 
ant and Catholic, could not be found. He loved all the evan- 
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gelical Churches. And the pastors of all the evangelical Churches 
were found, upon occasions, associated with him at the Lord’s 
table, both in their own churches and in the church of which he 
was the pastor. 
And so Christ’s Mission places her wreath of laurel upon the 
tomb of another of her loyal and beloved friends. 
W. Russet COLLINs. 


RELIGION AND LIBERTY IN SPAIN 


So much has been written during the last two or three years 
about religious liberty in Spain that many people think the peo- 
ple of that country have similar laws and privileges as are en- 
joyed in the average free Protestant country, but to hear what is 
happening there and the incidents that come to notice in the press 
almost every day, is a cause for grief to think that such persecu- 
tions and inquisitorial procedures should yet be allowed and 
sanctioned in the beginning of the twentieth century. For exam- 
ple, there is a law in Spain which excludes ex-priests from mar- 
riage. That is, a priest that has entirely left the Roman Catholic 
Church cannot be legally married in that country. One would 
think that such a thing would have disappeared by this time, but 
such is not the case. An ex-priest, a highly intelligent man whose 
name is Segismundo P. Ordeix, left the Roman Catholic Church 
some years ago. Finally he wished to be married, but he could not 
obtain a license, and after trying and trying, without result, he went 
to France and while there married a Spanish lady, Legally mar- 
ried, registered as such, and with his marriage certificate certified 
in the Spanish Consulate in France, he returned to Spain two 
years ago, but what was his surprise to find that in Spain thev 
would not recognize his marriage. He went from court to court 
and from place to place in the country to have his marriage rec- 
ognized, and he has thus far not succeeded. Lately it is said that 
by a royal decree it was ordered that the Supreme Court should 
proceed to annul his marriage performed in France. This man 
says: 

“TI will end by being entirely ashamed of being a Spaniard. 
The day that the Supreme Court confirms the sentence declaring 
my marriage null I will leave Spain and cross the frontier and 
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tear to pieces all the papers I have showing my nationality, re- 
nouncing her, until Spain becomes a free country with respect for 
the rights of men.” 

It is a pitiful thing to think that a man in his own country 
should be treated as a criminal, or worse than a criminal, and 
debarred from the right to be married-in accordance with the 
laws of the land. But such are the consequences when the 
Church of Rome is in control. Wherever she has the power 
she will do anything and everything against humanity in order 
to frighten the people into obedience and to keep them from em- 
bracing any other religion. A government that sanctions such a 
state of affairs deserves very little credit from any one with any 
idea of freedom or the rights of man.—E] Defensor Cristiano. 


“BROTHER” JOHN HADJ 


In our September number we told you of the arrival of 
Brother John from Syria on August 24th. Brother John was a 
Syrian monk and a teacher. Three years ago he became 
acquainted with the missionaries at the Jebail Mission at Beirut, 
of which Miss Caroline Holmes is the head. Upon that occasion 
he received a copy of the New Testament, which he carried back 
to his monastery and guarded with great care. To him it was 
entirely a new book, and so precious became the truth that it 
revealed to him that he began a correspondence with the mis- 
sionaries, seeking to learn more of that truth. His precious little 
Book was discovered, however, and taken from him. And in 
order to break his connection with the missionaries, and to save 
him from any further discovery of the truth of the Gospel he 
was sent to Rome to continue his education in Roman supersti- 
tion and falsehood. In his country rebellion against the author- 
ity of his superiors or the abandonment of his monastic profes- 
sion meant the endangering of his very life. There was, there- 
fore, no course open to him save that of submission. Complet- 
ing a long course of study in Rome, he was permitted to return 
to his Syrian monastery, and was given an appointment as a 
teaching brother in charge of a school. As soon as an oppor- 
tunity came to him to do so unobserved he slipped away from 
the monastery to visit the kindly missionaries at the Jebail Mis- 
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sion, traveling many weary miles over rough roads, on foot, and 
at the dangerous risk of discovery, all to obtain another copy of 
the precious Gospel, the glorious truth of which had become 
rooted in his heart. To the missionaries he declared his wish to 
leave the Roman Church and to become a teacher of the true 
Gospel. But it was impossible for him to leave his Maronite 
monastery and remain in Syria and expect at the same time to 
preserve his life. He assured the missionaries that he was will- 


“Brother John” Hadj. 


ing to go to any part of the world to which they might send him. 
And they advised him to return to his monastery and await the 


Lord’s time, while Miss Holmes should try to provide a way 
for his escape. Early last Spring Miss Holmes came to America 
to raise funds for the purchase of the property now leased by 


the Jebail Mission in order to secure its permanence. For when 
the lease expires the owner will not be allowed by the Roman 
authorities to grant the mission a new lease, nor will the mission- 
aries be able to rent any other property so great is the hatred 
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of the Maronite Roman Church against their godly work. The 
only salvation of the Jebail Mission lies in the purchase and 
ownership of the property, which Miss Holmes is assured can 
be accomplished if the money can be raised. As a part of her 
mission to America, Miss Holmes sought a way of escape for 
Brother John. And that errand brought her to Christ’s Mis- 
sion, where she told the story and made her appeal in behalf 
of the young Syrian monk. Bishop Ferrando at once responded 
to the appeal, and letters were sent to some of our faithful friends 
asking for help. The undertaking seemed a great one, in view 
of the considerable expense under which we were already labor- 
ing in the care and education of other ex-priests and monks, and 


“Brother John,” as a Novitiate. 


of the small amount of funds at our command. But our faith- 
ful friends proved to us that the Lord’s hand is not shortened, 
and that when we are certain that we are doing His will we 
are justified in having faith to believe that He will enable us 
to accomplish it. The result was that Christ’s Mission sent the 
money to the Jebail Mission to bring Brother John to New York. 
Brother John managed, when notified by the missionaries, to 
obtain a brief leave of absence from the monastery, during which 
he was hurriedly shipped for Marseilles, traveling in his monk’s 
garb and wearing the full beard of the Maronites, for there was 
no time for a change of raiment, and he possessed no other 
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clothes. In Marseilles he bought his first European clothes and 
had his beard shaved. The beard is the compulsory mark of the 
Maronite, and the shaving of it was the burning of the bridges 
behind him. We present two pictures of Brother John—one 
taken in Syria in the costume of the novitiate, before he wore a 
beard, and the other taken at Christ’s Mission, by another con- 
verted priest, as he appears to-day. 

It is the purpose of Christ’s Mission, with such aid as our 
friends supply, to educate Brother John for the work of a Protest- 
ant missionary, probably to, his own people. He is now taking 
a preparatory course of instruction in a Bible school under our 
support and dinection, until he shall acquire a sufficient knowledge 
of English to enable him to enter a college. Upon his arrival 
he knew not one syllable of our language. His native language 
is Arabic. But he speaks Italian well and has a fair knowledge 
of French, Spanish and Latin. Although he has not yet been 
in America two months he is able to speak and understand a 
great deal of simple English, and has proved to be the most 
rapid student in acquiring the language that we have yet had. 
We ask our readers to pray for Brother John, that the Lord 
may give him a useful ministry, and to help us as they may be 
able to educate him and others who come to us out of the dark- 
ness of ignorance. We are now helping as many converted 
priests as our funds will allow, while there are others appealing 
to us who must wait until the Lord provides us the means to 
help them. We are hoping that it may be the Lord’s will to 
send us a large endowment in order that we may establish our 
own school and retreat for converted priests, with our own faculty, 
in which we may give such special education as the priests need, 
which is not to be found in general scheols. In the establish- 
ment of such a school there will be no difficulty in finding the 
student body. We can begin with a large number of students, 
all ex-priests, at any time. And we already have the beginning 
of a faculty in the director and secretary, both of whom have 
been professors. And there are others whose service will be at 
our command when we can make use of it. We need the money, 
and the money only, except your earnest prayers. 


we se 
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CHRIST’S MISSION CONTRIBUTIONS 

The following contributions were received for the work of 
Christ’s Mission from September 1, 1913, to and including Octo- 
ber 7, 1913. Kindly inform us if any names are omitted that 
should be es in this list: 

Rev. G. F. P. + $8.50: Mrs. A. J. B., $1.50; J. L. G., $2; 
Miss F. A. : ae 1.50 ; ‘J. E, F., $2; Wz D., $20; D. R. J., $1.50; 
Mrs. M. P. H. , $1.50; Miss T F, H., $1,000; W. R., Jr., $3.50; 

-» $43 W. H. McL., $3.30; Mrs. R. G., 50c.; M. P., $2; 
R., $5; Miss J.-L. RB, pee; Mao 2. ©. 

5; P. S., $2.50; Miss M. C. J., 50c.; I. A., 

Mrs. _ .50; Mrs. F. W., 5oc.; I. L., $3.50; Mrs. 

A.W ., $9.40; — E. R. F., 50c.; H. W., $2; Mirs. I. S., Soc. ; 
Mrs. G. A. Pr. 





FORM OF BEQUEST 


I give, devise and bequeath to Christ’s Mission, New York, 
corporation organized and existing under and pursuant to the Re- 
ligious Corporations Law of the State of New York, and now 
located at No. 331 West 57th Street, in the city, county and State 
of New York 

(Specify Here the Property) 


to be applied to the uses and purposes of the said Mission, in such 
manner as the Board of Trustees thereof shall, in their discretion, 
determine. 
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